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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Congress approves import ban targeting forced labor in China 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen- 
ators gave final congres- 5 
sional approval Thursday 

to a bill barring imports 
from China's Xinjiang re- 
gion unless businesses can 
orove they were produced 
without forced labor, over- 
coming initial hesitation 
from the White House and | hie 
what supporters said was 
opposition from corpora- 4 | — 
tions. The measure is the “Samm ' 
latest in a series intensify- 
ing U.S. penalties over Chi- 
na's alleged systemic and 
widespread abuse of eth- 
nic and religious minorities 
in the western region, es- 
pecially Xinjiang's predom- 
inantly Muslim Uyghurs. The 
Biden administration also 
announced new sanctions 
Thursday targeting sev- 
eral Chinese biotech and 
surveillance © companies, 
a leading drone manvu- 
facturer and government 
entities for their actions in 
Xinjiang. 

The Senate vote sends the 
bill fo President Joe Biden. 
Press secretary Jen Psaki 
said this week that Biden 
supported the measure, 


after months | of the White President Joe Biden listens as he meets virtually with Chinese President Xi Jinping from the Roosevelt Room of the White House in 
House declining to take A — Washington,Nov. 15, 2021. 























public stand on an earlier Associated Press 
version of the legislation. Continued on next page 
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One pound of Natural grass-Fed Beef from the Argentinean Pampas, 
Grilled to perfection by our Master Chefs over a real Charcoal Fire... 
Juicy, Lean and full of Flavor. 


| IT's Time for an extraordinary steak! 
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Ee] Gaucho Closed on Sundays 

mr RETICAL Open Monday through Saturday from 11:30am till 11pm, For reservations call 582-3677 

Lunch and Early Bird specials available till 5pm. Happy Hour from 5-7pmi 
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Continued from Front 

The United States says Chi- 
na is committing genocide 
in its treatment of the Uy- 
ghurs. That includes wide- 
soread reports by rights 
groups and journalists of 
forced _ sterilization and 
large detention camps 
where many Uyghurs alleg- 
edly are compelled to work 
in factories. 

China denies any abuses. It 
says the steps it has taken 
are necessary to combat 
terrorism and a separatist 
movement. 

The U.S. cites raw cotton, 
gloves, tomato products, 
silicon and viscose, fishing 
gear and a range of com- 
ponents in solar energy as 
among goods alleged to 
have been produced with 
the help of the forced la- 
bor. 

Xinjiang is a resource-rich 
mining region, important 
for agricultural production, 
and home to a booming 
industrial sector. Detainees 
also are moved outside 
Xinjiang and put to work in 
factories, including those 
in the apparel and textiles, 
electronics, solar energy 
and automotive sectors, 
the U.S. says. 

“Many companies have al- 
ready taken steps to clean 
Up their supply chains. And, 
frankly, they should have 
no concerns about this 
law,’ Sen. Marco Rubio, 
the Florida Republican who 
introduced the earlier ver- 
sion of the legislation with 
Oregon Democratic Sen. 
Jeff Merkley, said in a state- 
ment. 

"For those who have not 
done that, they'll no lon- 
ger be able to continue to 
make Americans — every 
one of us, frankly — unwit- 
ting accomplices in the 
atrocities, in the genocide," 
Rubio said. 

As in the House earlier this 
week, the compromise 
version passed the Sen- 
ate with overwhelming 
approval from Democrats 
and Republicans. The swift 
passage came after what 





k (| 1INA 
Si ve 


Organ harvesting 
of 


: s Uyehu | - 





CHINA 
Stop: 
Ethnic Cleans! 


hh . : ol | "i 
SX. vyghuy 


Demonstrators hold placards and flags during a demonstration outside the Chinese embassy in 


London on Dec. 9, 2021. 


supporters said was off- 
stage opposition from cor- 
porations with manufactur- 
ing links to China, although 
there was little to no overt 
opposition. 

Apple's lobbying firm lob- 
bied on Apple's behalf, 
a federal disclosure form 
shows. Apple, like Nike and 
other corporations with 
work done in China, says it 
has found no sign of forced 
labor from Xinjiang in_ its 
manufacturing or supply 
chain. 

Some Uyghur rights advo- 
cates and others said they 
had also feared private 
opposition from within the 
Biden administration as it 
sought cooperation from 
the Chinese on climate 
change and other issues. 
Psaki, in her statement 
Tuesday night, noted ex- 
port controls and import re- 
strictions, sanctions, diplo- 
matic initiatives and other 
measures the Biden admin- 
istration had already taken 
targeting forced labor from 
Xinjiang. 

Advocates credited unre- 
lenting support from rights 
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groups and lawmakers, in- 
cluding statements from 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, with helping the bill 
prevail. 

With the legislation, sanc- 
tions and months of other 
new measures, ‘the United 
States is way ahead" of 
the international Ccommuvu- 
nity on confronting China 
on abuses of Uyghurs, said 
Nury Turkel, a senior fellow 
at the Hudson Institute and 
vice chair of the U.S. Com- 
mission on International Re- 
ligious Freedom. 

How can anyone get Chi- 
na to change "without go- 
ing after the most impor- 
tant thing to the Chinese 
government, which is their 
economic interest¢" asked 
Turkel, who praised Con- 
gress — but not the ada- 
ministration — for what he 
called coherent messaging 
on the matter. 

The legislation requires 
government agencies to 
expand their monitoring of 
the use of forced labor by 
China's ethnic minorities. 
Crucially, it creates a pre- 
sumption that goods com- 








Associated Press 


ing from Xinjiang are made 
with forced labor. Business- 
es will have to prove that 
forced labor, including by 
workers transferred from 
Xinjiang, played no part in 
Q product to bring it into 
the United States. 

Meanwhile, the Commerce 
Department announced 
new penalties targeting 
China's Academy of Mili- 
tary Medical Sciences and 
its 11 research institutes that 
focus on using biotechnol- 
ogy to support the Chinese 


military. 
The move bars American 
companies from _ selling 


goods and technologies 
to the entities without a li- 
cense. 

China "is choosing to use 
these technologies to pur- 
sue control over ifs people 
and its repression of mem- 
bers of ethnic and religious 
minority groups," Com- 
merce Secretary Gina Rai- 
mondo said in a statement. 
Separately, the Treasury 
Department announced It 
was placing DJI, the world's 
largest drone manufac- 
turer, and seven other Chi- 
nese companies on an 
investment blacklist over 
their alleged involvement 
in blometric surveillance 
and tracking of Uyghurs. 
The measure means indi- 
viduals in the U.S. will be 
prohibited from purchasing 
or selling publicly traded 
securities connected with 
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the companies. 

DJ| dominates the global 
market for the small, low- 
altitude drones used by 
hobbyists, ohotographers 
and many businesses and 
governments. 

Other companies added 
to the Treasury blacklist are 





image-recognition soft- 
ware firm Megvil, super- 
computer manufacturer 


Dawning Information Indus- 
try, facial recognition spe- 
cialist CloudWalk Technol- 
ogy, cybersecurity group 
Xiamen Meliya Pico, artifi- 
cial intelligence Company 
Yitu Technology and cloud 
computing firms Leon Tech- 
nology and NetPosa Tech- 
nologies. 

U.S. intelligence has estab- 
lished that Beijing has set 
Up a high-tech surveillance 
system across Xinjiang that 
uses biometric facial rec- 
ognition and has collect- 
ed DNA samples from all 
residents, ages 12 to 65, as 
part of a systematic effort 
to suppress Uyghurs, ac- 
cording to a senior admin- 
istration official who briefed 
reporters on the sanctions 
on the condition of ano- 
nymity. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment said multiple federal 
agencies determined that 
the Chinese academy and 
research institutes "use bio- 
technology processes to 
support Chinese military 
end uses and end users, to 
include purported brain- 
control weaponry. 

The White House an- 
nounced last week it would 
stage a diplomatic boycott 
of the upcoming Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, citing 
China's “egregious human 
rights abuses and atrocities 
In Xinjiang." 

U.S. athletes will Compete 
but Biden will not send the 
usual contingent of digni- 
taries. 

The Chinese Embassy in 
Washington did not imme- 
diately resoond to a call 
and email seeking com- 
ment. 

Rights groups note prison 
labor has long been a part 
of the U.S. economy, with 
inmates producing goods 
and providing services such 
as call centers for what Is 
typically reduced pay. Op- 
ponents say the system dis- 
proportionately profits off 
the labor of incarcerated 
Black Americans.) 


T=DAY. 





U. S. NEWS [AS 17 DECEMBER 2021 


U.S. pulls out of settlement talks in family separation suits 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government withdrew 
Thursday from settlement 
negotiations to end lawsuits 
filed on behalf of parents 
and children who were 
forcibly separated under 
the Trump administration's 
zero-tolerance border pol- 
ICy. 

Justice Department offi- 
cials informed lawyers for 
the plaintiffs in a confer- 
ence call that the govern- 
ment would not offer a 
global settlement in family 
separation cases and will 
defend each one in court, 
said Lee Gelernt, an attor- 
ney with the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which filed 
one of the suits. 

The decision comes after 
eight months of negotia- 
tions and weeks after re- 
ports of a proposed sefttle- 
ment that would include 
payments of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars to 
each family sparked out- 
rage among Biden admin- 
istration critics in Congress 
and elsewhere. 

Gelernt said no explana- 
tion was given. "It's hard to 
Understand DOJ's decision 
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Migrant teens eat lunch at a "tender-age" facility for babies, children and teens, in Texas' Rio 
Grande Valley, on Aug. 29, 2019, in San Benito, Texas. 


other than it was influenced 
by political considerations," 
he said. 

The Justice Department 
suggested in a statement 
that settlements were still 
possible despite its with- 
drawal from the talks. 


"While the parties have 


been unable to reach a 
global settlement agree- 
ment at this time, we re- 
main committed to engag- 
ing with the plaintiffs and 
to bringing justice to the 
victims of this abhorrent 
policy," it said. 

About 5,500 children were 


Associated Press 


forcibly removed from their 
parents in 2018 under Presi- 
dent Donald Trump as his 
administration sought to 
stop an increase in people 
crossing the U.S.-Mexico 
border with criminal pros- 
ecutions, even if the mi- 
grants were presenting 


themselves to authorities to 
seek asylum as permitted 
Under the law. 

The parents of hundreds of 
children have still not been 
located. 

Trump halted the practice 
in June 2018 amid wide- 
spread outrage, including 
from many Republicans, 
just six days before a judge 
ordered an end fo the pro- 
gram in response to a law- 
suit filed by the ACLU. 

The settlement talks with 
the ACLU and attorneys for 
hundreds of other plaintiffs 
had proceeded quietly un- 
til The Wall Street Journal re- 
ported in October that the 
Justice Department was 
considering paying about 
$450,000 to each person 
affected by the policy. The 
Associated Press later con- 
firmed the figure had been 
Under consideration. 

The suits filed under the 
Federal Tort Claims Act are 
intended in part to help 
compensate families for 
the psychological damage 
of the separation, but crit- 
ics argue if would reward 
people for illegally crossing 
the border.) 





House report finds lax federal averse of Trump s DC hotel 


By BERNARD CONDON 

NEW YORK (AP) — The fea- 
eral agency overseeing 
the lease of the luxury hotel 
that Donald Trump's family 
company runs in the na- 
tion's capital failed to carry 
out its basic responsibilities 
because it never tracked 
the millions of dollars from 
foreign governments pa- 
tronizing the hotel or exam- 
ined the origins of a $75 mil- 
lion loan that helped keep 
its doors open, according 
to a congressional report 
Thursday. 

The General Services Ad- 
ministration "washed _ its 
hands of — responsibility" 
to review how much the 
Trump International Ho- 
tel was profiting during his 
presidency from _ foreign 
government payments in 
possible violation of the 
Constitution's emoluments 
clause, according to the 
report by the Democratic- 
led House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Com- 
mittee. That provision bars 


presidents from receiving 
gifts or payments from for- 
eign governments. 

The committee said the 
GSA “ignored critical ethi- 
cal and constitutional issues 
involving then-President 
Trump's financial interest in 
the hotel." 

Neither the agency nor 
the Trump Organization 
resoonded to requests for 
comment. 

In 2019, the agency's in- 
ternal watchdog had criti- 
cized the GSA for failing 
in crucial oversight of the 
oroperty. 

The committee, led by Rep. 
Peter DeFazio of Oregon, 
also said the GSA did not 
monitor soending at the 
hotel by state and local 
public officials that could 
have violated a separate 
constitutional provision bar- 
ring domestic government 
payments. 

The report also faulted the 
agency for not investigat- 
ing the origins of a $75 mil- 
lion loan to the hotel, a 


possible source of conflict 
between Trump's private 
financial interests and _ his 
public role as president. 
The loan, according to 
the report, came from the 
Trump family. 

A separate report by the 
House Oversight and Re- 
form Committee in Octo- 
ber said Trump had misled 
the public on the hotel's fi- 
nances. The committee re- 
leased financial statements 
showing the hotel had lost 
more than $70 million while 
he was president. 

Ethics lawyers who have 
criticized Trump's decision 
to not divest himself of the 
Washington hotel and oth- 
er financial interests before 
becoming president in Jan- 
uary 2017 have repeatedly 
faulted the GSA for not 
canceling the family's hotel 
lease despite language in 
the contract barring gov- 
ernment officials from prof- 
iting from the property. The 
hotel occupies the gov- 
ernment-owned Old Post 
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A passerby takes a look at the front of The Trump International 
Hotel on March 4, 2021, in Washington. 


Office building. A federal 
lease with the Trump family 
runs nearly 100 years, with 
extensions. 

The GSA has said that Its 
review showed Trump was 
n “full compliance" of the 
lease because profits from 
the hotel were not going 
directly to Trump while he 
was president. Trump put his 
assets in a trust controlled 
by his two adults sons and 


Associated Press 


a longtime executive be- 
fore his term began. 
Separately, the GSA con- 
firmed this week that the 
Trump Organization had 
given formal notice that it 
had reached agreement to 
sell the hotel lease for $375 
million to CGI Merchant 
Group, a Miami-based real 
estate investment firm. The 
GSA needs to sign off on 
any purchase.) 
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At least 5 dead as Midwest rocked by hurricane-force winds 


By MARGERY A. BECK and 
MARGARET STAFFORD 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — At 
least five people died as 
Qa powerful and extremely 
Unusual storm system swept 
across the Great Plains and 
Midwest amid unseason- 
ably warm temperatures, 
spawning hurricane-force 
winds and possible torna- 
does in Nebraska, lowa 
and Minnesota. 

In southeastern Minneso- 
ta, Olmsted County Sher- 
iff's Lt. Lee Rossman said a 
65-year-old man was killed 
Wednesday night when 
a 40-foot tree blew onto 
him outside his home. In 
southwestern Kansas, blind- 
ing dust kicked up by the 
storms Wednesday led to 
two separate crashes that 
killed three people, Kan- 
sas Highway Patrol trooper 
Mike Racy said. And _ in 
eastern lowa, a semitrailer 
was struck by high winds 
and rolled onto its side 
Wednesday evening, killing 
the driver, the lowa State 
Patrol confirmed. 

The storm shifted north of 
the Great Lakes into Can- 
ada on Thursday, with high 
winds, snow and hazardous 
conditions continuing in 
the upper Great Lakes re- 
gion, the National Weather 
Service said. More than 





A grain trailer sits among the debris of a farm building damaged by strong wind gusts in Jefferson, 
lowa, on Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021. 


190,000 homes and _ busi- 
nesses remained without 
electricity Thursday after- 
noon in Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin, lowa and Kansas, ac- 
cording to poweroutage. 
Us, which tracks utility re- 
ports. 

A tornado was reported 
in southern Minnesota on 
Wednesday and, if con- 
firmed, it would be the 
state's first on record in De- 
cember. The small com- 


munity of Hartland, Minne- 
sota, might have been the 
hardest hit, with a reported 
35 to 40 homes sustaining 
minor damage and a few 
businesses severely dam- 
aged, county Emergency 
Management Director Rich 
Hall said. 

Losses also included live- 
stock. Dozens of cows were 
electrocuted at a dairy 
farm after a power pole 
landed on a milking barn in 


Associated Press 


Newaygo County, in west- 
erm Michigan. Tim Butler 
said his workers at the dairy 
survived the event, but at 
least 70 cows died. Dozens 
survived, but many were 
“hurt bad," Butler said. 

The destructive weather 
system developed amid 
Uunorecedented warmth for 
December in the Plains and 
northern states. That includ- 
ed temperatures that rose 
to 70 degrees Fahrenheit 


(21 degrees Celsius) across 
southwestern Wisconsin on 
Wednesday evening. The 
Weather Company histori- 
an Chris Burt compared the 
heat to that of a"warm July 
evening." 

"| can say with some confi- 
dence that this event (the 
heat and tornadoes) is 
among the most (if not THE 
most) anomalous weather 
event ever on record for 
the Upper Midwest," Burt 
wrote in a Facebook post. 

The winds knocked down 
trees, tree limbs and nearly 
150 power lines in northern 
and western Michigan's 
Lower Peninsula. In the 
western Michigan village of 
Fruitoort, high winds peeled 
back a portion of Edge- 
wood Elementary School's 


roof, leading officials to 
close all district schools 
Thursday. 


There were more than 20 
tornado reports Wednes- 
day in the Plains states, 
scattered mostly through 
eastern Nebraska and 
lowa, based on preliminary 
reports to the Storm Predic- 
tion Center. The storm sys- 
tem led to the most reports 
of hurricane-force wind 
gusts — 75 mph (120 kph) 
or higher — on any day 
in the U.S. since 2004, the 
center said.L] 





Florida condos should have frequent inspections, panel says 
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A Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation law enforcement boat 
patrols in the ocean in front of search and rescue efforts at the 
Champlain Towers South condo building, where scores of peo- 
ple remain missing almost a week after it partially collapsed, 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


MIAMI (AP) — A Florida 
grand jury issued a lengthy 
list of recommendations 
Wednesday aimed at pre- 
venting another condo- 
minium collapse like the 


Associated Press 


one that killed 98 people in 
June, including earlier and 
more frequent inspections 
and better waterproofing. 

In its report on the Surfside 
collapse, the Miami-Dade 


County Grand Jury called 
on state and local officials 
to require condominium 
towers to have an initial 
recertification inspection 
by an engineer between 
10 and 15 years after their 
construction and every 10 
years thereafter. Currently, 
Miami-Dade and neighbor- 
ing Broward County require 
inspections at 40 years. 
Other Florida counties have 
no requirement. 

Champlain Towers South, 
built in 1981, collapsed 
June 24 as its 40-year re- 
certification was due. No 
cause of the collapse has 
been determined, but re- 
cords show the building 
had significant structural 
damage in its underground 
parking garage. An engi- 
neer had already conclud- 
ed that $15 million of repairs 
would be required to bring 


it up to code. Some of the 
damage at the oceans- 
ide building Is believed to 
have come from saltwater 
in the air. The grand jury re- 
port laments that the state 
repealed a _ requirement 
imposed in 2008 requiring 
that all condo towers big- 
ger than three stories be 
insoected every five years. 
The requirement was re- 
pealed two years after it 
was imposed because it 
was deemed too costly. 

"In hindsight, it would ap- 
pear the Legislature's re- 
peal of that statute was a 
huge mistake!" the report 


Says. 
Other recommendations 
include: — Requiring that 


condo towers be repainted 
and waterproofed every 10 
years to prevent corrosion. 

— Having local govern- 
ments increase the size of 


their building departments, 
including by hiring more in- 
spectors. 

— Suspending for at least 
a year the licenses of engi- 
neers and architects who 
submit false or misleading 
recertification reports and 
barring their employers 
from doing such _ inspec- 
tions for the same period. 
Requiring that a second of- 
fense result in a license re- 
vocation. 

— Requiring architects and 
engineers who find severe 
structural damage during 
an inspection to report it 
to local officials within 24 
hours and not just to the 
condo board. 

— Requiring condo board 
owners fo take courses 
on their role in overseeing 
building maintenance and 
effectively managing a 
building's finances.) 
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By RAF CASERT 

BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders on Thursday 
focused on preventing a 
Russian military invasion of 
neighboring Ukraine with 
threats of Unprecedented 
sanctions for Moscow and 
the promise of diplomatic 
Talks. 

And ona day of diplomatic 
moves, Russia said it sub- 
mitted draft documents to 
the United States outlining 
security arrangements that 
would preclude NATO's ex- 
pansion to Ukraine. 

A Russian military buildup 
on Ukraine’s border took 
center stage at the summit 
of the EU’s 27 leaders, com- 
ing on the heels of a plea 
from Ukraine’s president 
for more sanctions to be 
imposed before _ instead 
of after any possible incur- 
sion. 

Lithuanian President Gita- 
nas Nauseda said the EU 
should not underestimate 
the threat Russia's troop 
buildup poses, adding that 
he sees Moscow's actions 
as creating the worst secu- 
rity situation since the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 
“I'm talking not only about 
Ukraine,” Nauseda - said, 
stressing that NATO's east- 
ern flank and the Baltic 
region should also be con- 





COUNCIL 


Of Tie 
PEA LIAR 


WORLD NEWS AS 17 DECEMBER 2021 
EU hopes to avoid Ukraine war with talks, sanctions threat 
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From left, European Parliament President David Sassoli, Slovenia’s Prime Minister Janez Jansa and 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a signing ceremony of EU Legislative 
Priorities for 2022 on the sidelines of an EU Summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021. 

Associated Press 


cermed. 

German Chancellor Olat 
Scholz warned Moscow not 
to cross any lines. 

“The inviolability of borders 
is one of the very impor- 
tant foundations of peace 
in Europe and that we will 
all do everything together 
to ensure that this inviolabil- 
ity actually remains intact,” 
Scholz said as he entered 
the one-day summit. 


Many of the leaders said 
they looked toward dip- 
lomatic talks to stave off 
military action in Ukraine. 
Prime Minister Janez Jansa 
of Slovenia, which holds 
the EU’s rotating presiden- 
cy until the end of the year, 
suggested talks between 
France, Germany, Ukraine 
and Russia. 

“Maybe there are some 
open channels for some se- 


rious negotiations” over the 
coming days, Jansa said. 
Moscow denies that it has 
any plans to attack Ukraine, 
but did so in 2014 when it 
annexed the Crimean Pen- 
insula. U.S. intelligence offi- 
cials say Russia has moved 
70,000 troops and Is prepar- 
ing for a possible invasion 
early next year. 

“It is not normal for regular 
military exercises,” Jansa 


said, adding that there's 
no doubt that Russia is us- 
ing its military might to put 
Ukraine under pressure. 
Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy urged EU 
leaders late Wednesday 
to swiftly impose new sanc- 
tions on Russia before it in- 
vades his country, warning 
that acting after any con- 
flict would be far too late. 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine 
stands ready to enter into 
talks with Russia to ease 
tensions but that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
doesn’t appear willing to 
come to the table at the 
moment. 

France and Germany bro- 
kered a peace agree- 
ment in 2015 that helped 
end large-scale hostilities 
in eastern Ukraine, where 
Ukrainian forces have been 
fighting Russia-backed sep- 
aratists since 2014. 

But the conflict, which has 
left 14,000 dead, has sim- 
mered. 

EU leaders are widely ex- 
pected fo approve on 
Thursday a draft summit 
conclusion, seen by The As- 
sociated Press, that warns 
that “any further military 
aggression against Ukraine 
will have massive conse- 
quences and severe cost in 
response.” () 





Christian officials accuse Israel of 
holiday discrimination 


JERUSALEM (AP) — A 
sookesman_ for Christian 
churches in the Holy Land 
on Wednesday accused 
Israel of — discriminating 
against Christian tourists 
during the normally busy 
Christmas holiday season. 
Israel last month closed its 
borders to foreign tourists 
in resoonse to the outbreak 
of the omicron coronavirus 
variant. 

But this week, Israeli offi- 
cials decided to make an 
exception for “Birthright,” a 
oopular program that pro- 
vides free trips to Israel to 
young Jews from around 
the world. 

Groups from the United 
States are expected fo ar- 
rive next week, with partici- 
pants all fully vaccinated 
and remaining in = small 


“capsules.” 

For now, restrictions remain 
in effect for other foreign 
tourists, including Christian 
pilgrims who traditionally 
have flocked to sites like 
Jerusalem, Nazareth and 
Bethlehem, the © biblical 
town in the occupied West 
Bank revered by Christians 
as the birthplace of Jesus. 
Wadie Abunassar, q 
sookesman and adviser to 
churches in the Holy Land, 
said various denomina- 
tions were upset over the 
selective treatment and he 
accused Israel of discrimi- 
nating against Christian pil- 
grims. 

“Racist discrimination 
should never be accept- 
ed in any way!” he wrote 
on Facebook. “| urge the 
Israeli authorities to treat 


all those who want fo visit 
the country equally with- 
out any discrimination be- 
tween religion.” 

An official with the Catho- 
lic Church said church offi- 
cials were shocked and an- 
gry by the Israeli decision. 
He said the church, along 
with other denominations, 
have appealed to Israel's 
Tourism Ministry to allow 
Christian pilgrims to come 
for the holiday. The official 
sooke on condition of ano- 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to soeak to the 
media. 

Israel’s. Interior = Ministry, 
which oversees entrance 
policies at the country’s 
borders, said the policy re- 
mains not to allow foreign- 
ers Into Israel. 

But it said a number of ex- 





Fireworks burst over the Church of the Nativity in Manger Square 
in the West Bank town of Bethlehem during the lighting of the 
Christmas tree, Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021. 


ceptions have been made, 
including a “specific” de- 
cision for the Birthright pro- 
gram. It said officials would 
be discussing the possibility 
of other exceptions in the 
near future, but gave no 
further details. 

The travel ban has crushed 
the tourism industry in Israel, 
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and officials in Bethlehem, 
whose economy _ relies 
heavily on Christmas visitors, 
say the restrictions have ru- 
ined the holiday season for 
a second straight year. 

The West Bank does not 
have its own airport and 
most foreign visitors enter 
from Israel.LJ 
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Rescuers battle babii bd sila canneries southern Philippines 


By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— A_ powerful typhoon 


slammed into the south- 
eastern Philippines on 
Thursday, toppling trees, 


ripping tin roofs and knock- 
ing down power as It blew 
across island provinces 
where nearly 100,000 peo- 
ple have been evacuated. 
Coast guard personnel 
were rescuing residents 
stranded by chest-deep 
waters in a southern prov- 
ince, where pounding 
rains swamped villages in 
brownish water. In southern 
Cagayan de Oro city, foot- 
age showed two rescuers 
struggling to keep a month- 
old baby inside a laundry 
basin above the waters 
and shielded from the wind 
and rain with an umbrella. 

Forecasters said Typhoon 
Rai further strengthened 
with sustained winds of 195 
kilometers (121 miles) per 
hour and gusts of up to 270 
koh (168 mph) as it blew 
from the Pacific Ocean into 
the Siargao Islands. There 
were no immediate reports 
of casualties or major dam- 
age. 

“I’m scared and praying 
here in my house that this 
stops now. The wind out- 
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In this handout photo srevided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers assist residents over 
floodwaters caused by Typhoon Rai as they are evacuated to higher ground in Cagayan de Oro 
City, southern Philippines, Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021. 


side is so strong it’s cutting 
down trees,” Teresa Lo- 
zano, a resident of eastern 
MacArthur town in coastal 
Leyte province, told DZMM 
radio by telephone, ada- 
ing roofs of nearby houses 
were damaged and that 
her farming village had lost 
Dower. 

Disaster-response Officials 
said about 10,000 villages 
lie in the projected path 
of the typhoon, which has 


a 400-kilometer (248-mile)- 
wide rain band and is one 
of the strongest to hit the 
country this year. 

The coast guard said it 
has grounded all vessels, 
stranding nearly 4,000 pas- 
sengers and ferry and car- 
go ship workers in dozens 
of southern and central 
oorts. Several mostly do- 
mestic flights have been 
canceled and schools and 
workplaces were shut in the 
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most vulnerable areas. 

More than 98,000 people 
have been evacuated fo 
safety, the government's 
disaster-resoponse agency 
said. Crowding in evacu- 
ation centers was com- 
plicating efforts to keep 
people safely distanced 
after authorities detected 
the country’s first infections 
caused by the omicron 
variant of the coronavirus. 
Intensified vaccinations 
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were also halted in prov- 
inces likely to experience 
stormy weather. 

The Philippines is among 
the hardest-hit in South- 
east Asia by the pandem- 
ic, with confirmed § infec- 
tions of more than 2.8 mil- 
lion and more than 50,000 
deaths. Quarantine restric- 
tions have been eased 
and more businesses have 
been allowed to reopen 
in recent weeks after an 
intensified vaccination 
campaign heloed reduce 
infections to a few hundred 
from more than 26,000 in 
September. The detection 
of the omicron cases this 
week, however, has set off 
the alarm and the govern- 
ment renewed calls for 
people to avoid crowds 
and get vaccinated imme- 
diately. 

Gov. Ben Evardone of East- 
ern Samar province said he 
suspended vaccinations in 
his region of nearly half a 
million people due to the 
Typhoon. 

More than 70% of villag- 
ers in the province have 
gotten at least one shot, 
and Evardone expressed 
concern because some 
vaccines stored in Eastern 
Samar will expire in a few 
months.) 





Taiwan’ s Tsai urges Suny against rising authoritarianism 





In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan 


president Tsai Ing-wen, 


right, greets Francois de Rugy, the 


head of the Taiwan Friendship group in the National Assembly, 
the lower house of France’s Parliament, during a visit at the 
Presidential Office in Taipei, Taiwan, Dec. 16, 2021. 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Aqd- 
dressing a group of visiting 
French lawmakers, Taiwan- 
ese President Tsai Ing-wen 
called Wednesday _ for 
greater unity among dem- 
ocratic nations in the face 
of rising authoritarianism. 
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Tsai also said the self- 
governing island republic 
would take on greater re- 
soonsibilities to contribute 
to regional and global 
peace and stability. 

“Democratic allies should 
strengthen cooperation 


when facing challenges 
such as swift changes in 
international affairs and 
expansion of authoritarian- 
ism,” Tsai said during the 
meeting at the Presidential 
Office Building. 

“Taiwan will take on its re- 
sponsibilities in the inter- 
national society and ex- 
pects to contribute more 
to the Indo-Pacific region's 
peace and stability, as well 
as the world’s prosperity 
and development, along 
with France and other like- 
minded partners in the Eu- 
ropean Union,” she said. 
The visit by the six members 
of the French National As- 
sembly offers a valuable 
opportunity for Tsai to ad- 
dress an international politi- 
cal audience in the face of 
China’s efforts to isolate the 
island it claims as its own 
territory with no right to dip- 


lomatic recognition. Chi- 
nese pressure has reduced 
the number of Taiwan's 
diplomatic allies to just 14. 
Francois de Rugy, who 
heads the France-Taiwan 
Parliamentary — Friendship 
Group, said the French gov- 
ernment had been positive 
about moves to strengthen 
ties between the sides. 

He presented Tsai with a 
copy of a resolution over- 
whelmingly adopted § last 
month by the Assembly 
supporting Taiwan's partici- 
pation in international bod- 
ies such as the International 
Civil Aviation Organization, 
Interpol, the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change and the World 
Health Assembly. 

The National Assembly aims 
to “encourage a construc- 
tive regional dialogue in 
order fo ensure peace and 


dialogue over the Taiwan 
Strait,” de Rugy told Tsai. 

The French delegation is 
the second to visit Taiwan 
in recent months, follow- 
ing one led by Sen. Alain 
Richard in October, during 
which they met with Tsai, 
Taiwanese economic and 
health officials and the 
Mainland Affairs Council 
overseeing exchanges with 
China that have been all 
but susoended by Beijing. 

China sought to have that 
visit called off, despite it 
being part of regular par- 


liamentary exchanges 
that had been ongoing for 
years. 


Despite Chinese pressure, 
Taiwan has been stepping 
Up exchanges with coun- 
tres that don't officially 
recognize it as a country, 
often bringing a furious re- 
sponse from Beijing. ) 
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By INNA VARENYTSIA and 
YURAS KARMANAU 

NEVELSKE, Ukraine (AP) 
— Liudmyla Momot wipes 
away tears as she searches 
for clothes and household 
items to salvage from the 
ruins of her home that was 
shelled by Russia-backed 


separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 
Her village of Nevelske, 


northwest of the’ rebel- 
held city of Donetsk, is only 
about 3 kilometers (2 miles) 
from the line of contact be- 
tween the separatists and 
the Ukrainian military and 
has been emptied of alll 
but five people. 

Small arms fire frequently is 
heard in the daytime, giv- 
ing way to the booms of 
light artillery and mortar 
shelling after dusk. 

With the bloody conflict 
now more than seven 
years old, there are fears in 
Ukraine and the West that 
a buildup of armed forces 
on Russia's side of the bor- 
der could lead to an inva- 
sion or the resumption of 
full-scale hostilities. 

Rebels targeted Nevelske 
with shelling twice in the 
last month, damaging or 
destroying 16 of the vil- 
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Jittery Ukrainian villagers ‘fear that a big war will start’ 





Liudmyla Momot weeps as Shes eeurches for: any still- seable items Friday, Dec. 10, 2021, in the 
debris of her house in the village of Nevelske in eastern Ukraine, that was struck by a mortar shell 
fired by Russia-backed separatists. 


lage's 50 houses and rat- 
tling the handful of nervous 
residents who remain. 

"The worse Ukraine-Russia 
relations are, the more we 
simple people are suffer- 
ing, said 68-year-old Mo- 
mot, who has worked at a 
dairy farm all her life. 

Now with no home, “who 
could have imagined that? 
| was preparing for the win- 


ter, stocking up coal and 
firewood.’ 

After the shell hit her house, 
Momot fled to a nearby 
settlement where her son 
lives. But the anxiety has fol- 
lowed her there. 

"We fear that a big war will 
start. People are scared 
and packed up their bags," 
said Momot, who collect- 
ed some blankets, warm 
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clothes and other items in 
the debris. 

The conflict in the eastern 
industrial heartland known 
as the Donbas erupted in 
April 2014, weeks after Rus- 
sia annexed the Crimean 
Peninsula following the 
ouster of Ukraine's Moscow- 
friendly former president. 
Ukraine and the West have 
accused Russia of support- 


ing the rebels with troops 
and weapons, but Mos- 
cow says that Russians who 
joined the fight were volun- 
teers acting on their own. 
More than 14,000 people 
have been killed in fighting 
that has driven more than 
2 million people from their 
homes in the east. 

When the conflict began, 
Nevelske had a popula- 
tion of 286. Now, the five 
older people who remain 
in the ruined village collect 
rainwater for drinking and 
cooking. Between - ship- 
ments of humanitarian aid, 
they rely on eating stale 
bread. 

“We have grown dccus- 
tomed to the shelling,” said 
84-year-old Halyna Moro- 
ka, who has stayed In Nev- 
elske with her disabled son. 
A 2015 peace agreement 
brokered by France and 
Germany ended _large- 
scale battles, but frequent 
skirmishes have continued. 
The Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe, which monitors the 
shaky cease-fire, has report- 
ed an increasing number 
of such incidents, with both 
sides trading the blame for 
truce violations.L]} 





All from U.S. missionary group freed in Haiti, 


By EVENS SANON and PETER 
SMITH 

Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— The remaining members 
of a U.S. missionary group 
who were kidnapped two 
months ago in Haiti have 
been freed, Haitian police 
and the group said Thurs- 
day. 

The spokesman for Haiti's 
National Police, Gary Des- 
rosiers, confirmed to The As- 
sociated Press that the hos- 
tages had been released, 
but did not immediately 
provide additional details. 
"We glorify God for an- 
swered prayer — the re- 
maining 12 hostages are 
FREE!" Christian Aid Minis- 
tries said in a statement. 
"JOIN Us in praising God that 
all 17 of our loved ones are 
now safe." 

The Ohio-based group said 
it hopes to provide more in- 
formation later. 


"We're feeling great," said 
Ron Marks, minister at Hart 
Dunkard Brethren Church 
in Hart, Michigan, whose 
members were among the 
hostages. 

Carleton Horst, a member 
of the Hart congregation, 
said church members re- 
ceived a text message 
Thursday morning from 
‘someone connected To 
the situation" that all of 
the hostages had been re- 
leased. 

A mother and four of her 
children who belong fo 
the church were among 
the hostages. Horst, who Is 
friends with the family, said 
the church Is rejoicing and 
he's ‘elated that that por- 
tion of things Is finally over, 
just praise the Lord for that." 
The missionaries were kid- 
napped by the 400 Ma- 
wozo gang on Oct. 16. 
There were five children 
in the group of 16 US. citi- 


zens and one Canadian, 
including an 8-month-old. 
Their Haitian driver also was 
abducted, according to a 
local human rights organi- 
zation. 

Two of the hostages were 
released in November, 
and three more earlier this 
month. They were not iden- 
tified, but members of the 
Hart congregation told lo- 
cal media in Michigan that 
two were from Hart. 

IN addition to Michigan, 
the hostages are from Wis- 
consin, Ohio, Tennessee, 
Pennsylvania, Oregon and 
Ontario, Canada, accord- 
ing to the missionary group. 
"Today is the day we have 
been hoping for, praying 
for, and working so hard to 
achieve," said Congress- 
man Bill Huizenga, whose 
western Michigan congres- 
sional district includes Hart. 
‘| want to thank members 
of the hostage negotiation 
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police say 





Workers ride out of the gate of the Christian Aid Ministries head- 
quarters in Titanyen, north of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, Dec. 
6, 2021. 


team for their diligence in 
securing the safe release 
of all the hostages. This is 
a great day for families in 
Michigan and across the 
nation who have been 
worried about the safety of 
their loved ones," Huizenga 
said. 
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The leader of the 400 Ma- 
wozo gang had _threat- 
ened to kill the hostages 
unless his demands were 
met. Authorities have said 
the gang was demanding 
$1 million per person, al- 
though it wasn't clear if that 
included the children.) 
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PCR / Antigen Test 





SAME DAY RESULT! 
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Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM- 6:00 PM) Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 


Bohemian Restaurant & Bar, The Story: 
French Nomads in Culinary Avant-Garde 


Like nomads travel from place to place 
to find fresh pasture for their livestock, 
the Nataf family -father Victor with sons 
David and Gregory - faithfully followed 
their nose for good food. As young 
boys, they indulged in their grand- 
parent’s culinary joie-de-vivre in the 
South of France. Tickled by the palette 
of excellent dishes prepared in their 
mid-seventies’ restaurant in the Alps 
of France and filled with exquisite taste 
of their other restaurants in the beauti- 
ful island of Porquerolles near St Tropez 
that made it to a ranking of 13/20 in 
the Gault Millau restaurant grading. To 
the Natafs, food is a bohemian expe- 
rience_ unconventional, eclectic and 
off the beaten track. Welcome to Bo- 
hemian Aruba! 


A Grande entree through a huge, 
wooden, Moroccan-style door takes 
you into a foodies Garden of Eden. 
Big trees stand tall and proudly, lit with 











Aruba 


hanging lanterns creating a green and 
romantic lush paradise. There’s a play- 
ful setting of different-styled tables, 
including seating under a Colombian 
Rattan tipi tent, complete the feel of 
let go alias laissez-faire. The cool bar 
blinks to New York loft style, think indus- 
trial bold. Waiters with hip susoenders 
and berets add a hint of French flair 
while lounge music fills the air. The de- 
cor is designed by David himself. 


David Nataf - Owner 

“Thoughts of finger licking dishes fill my 
mind thinking of my youth. The smell 
of fresh-baked croissants and choco- 
late bread hand made by my uncle's 
brother in law's father “the baker”. 
The restaurant's kitchen fridge stuffed 
with the most exquisite dishes that my 
brother and | consumed secretly after 
a night out to the frustration of the chef. 
We were young boys eating away the 
night with foie gras and loup de mer 








DOWNTOWN LIVING 
With the Most Spectacular View 
Wont Mi it! 


Visit us and check it out for yourself 
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local branzino.” 

Tongue melting fondue and raclette, wood oven piz- 
zas with fresh Emmentaler cheese and hand-picked 
champignons founded his foodie character. Add this 
to the Time he spent at the grandparents’ house in 
the vineyards with fruits, veggies, poultry, and game 
within hand’s reach. What was missing was bought at 
the weekly farmers market. “Il grew up with the farm- 
to-Ttable concept.” 


Le Magic 

The family magic is translated through David into 
Bohemian. Starters like Vitello Tonnato, le Ceviche, 
homemade Foie Gras Terrine or Escargots “A la Bour- 
guignonne’” tickle your taste buds. For entrees Whole 
Shrimps Flambe with Cognac, Grilled 100z Angus Rib 
Eye Steak “Maitre d’Hotel” or Braised Lamb Shank 
ignite passion in your soul. Spicy Moroccan Mahi- 
Mahi Kebab with chickpea hummus and ratatouille 
crumble, Paella made with their own fish broth filled 
with chicken seafood and chorizo are other culinary 
delights but there is much more. Wines are imported 
directly from France regions, as is the champagne. 
Italian, Spanish, American and Australian choices 
complete the list. 

Raving reviews On a continuous basis prove that Bo- 
hemian has got it! Every Wednesday there is Live Fla- 
menco with Angela Croes, on Thursdays you will en- 
joy the beautiful live sounds of Angela's violin and on 
Friday’s and Saturday’s go with the beat of electro 
lounge. Live salsa music can be enjoyed on Sunday's. 
“Join our gypsy experience, travel with taste” 


For reservations call +297 280 8448 or mail reserva- 
tions@bohemianaruba.com or book through the 
website bohemainaruba.com. 
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We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 

30 minutes from 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 








CASINO AND SHOPS 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is 
aces Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive?¢ Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 

Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive fo make you a happy reader every 
day again. 


For today we received an amazing story 
from Alisson Braswell. 
She wrote: 


Mindy Forman honored as Goodwill Ambassador 


ORANJESTAD — Recently, 
Mr. Mario Arends had the 
great pleasure to honor a 
Loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba as Goodwill Ambas- 
sador at their home away = 
from home. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of ap- 
preciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba between 
10-20-35 and more con- 
secutive years. 


The honoree was Mindy 
Forman from Kansas 


Arends thanked her _ for 
choosing Aruba as her va- 
cation destination and as 
her home away from home 


Top reason for returning 


7pm to Midnight! 





Ena to me is my second home. | have 
met so many friends and still meet more 
and more and every time | go. A lot of 
them are family to me. This trio was with 
family and Christmas giff fo my daugh- 
ter. We had a fabulous time as usual. We 
always stay at the Tamarijn Resort, the 
staff there are absolutely the best, the 
bartenders,waitresses, servers, entertain- 
ment staff, bellnhops,golfcart drivers and 
management, they always go above and 
beyond and make our stay perfect. | also 
want to recognize a local who serves Cco- 
conuts and delivers them right fo a hotel, 
sit back relax at the pool and they will 
bring you this wonderful drink. The email for 
him is kokoparadisearuba@gmail.com. All 
you have to do is send him a email and he 
will deliver the delicious coconut to drink. 
Also want to thank a close a friend of mine 





for so many years together 
with the members of Re- 
flexions 


orovided by the honoree 
were: 

The people, safety of the is- 
land, beaches and variety 
of cuisines.|_} 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 
Albarkra Open daily 10am to 2am | J.E. lrausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Play Reiponudly, Vinit worw gamblersanoeymous cag il yoo or amenes you know hase gamblag preblem 





Jeremy Tromp for aiwevs 
showing me the bullie dogs 
on this island. This time he 
went above and beyond 
and organize for a bunch 
of the dogs to come see us 
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and we are so iGiEi for 
that. So Aruba to us is fam- 
ily and friends that always 
make our trio memorable”. 
“Love You All” 


Braswell Family 


DiL.Cal/ 


“Th ae. Se DLV 


SLAM corel 





a) HATZ. |. 


A10| LOCAL 
FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 2021 


Foundation “Ban uni man pa cria nos muchanan” needs a helping hand 
Feeding the needy children of Aruba every school day 
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ORANJESTAD — “Ban uni 
man pa cria nos muchan- 
an” is a foundation whose 
goal it is to provide the 
needy children of Aruba 
with a_ breakfast every 
school day. A breakfast 
which consists of a sand- 
wich and a drink (juice or 
milk). It is an independent 
foundation, receiving no 
subsidy whatsoever from 
the government. 


The program started at the 
beginning of the 2001/2002 
schoolyear as a commu- 
nity service project of the 
Facility Department of the 
Dr. Horacio E. Oduber Hos- 
pital, with 138 children. At 
the closing of the schooly- 
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rolled and this kept grow- 
ing steadily each year. The 
2019 schoolyear started 
with 650 children but as 
the schools reopened after 
the peak of the pandem- 
ic, the number of children 
grew to a staggering 794 
children at the closing of 
the 2019-2020 schoolyear! 
These children are from 57 
elementary schools all over 
the island. This number also 
includes about 70 children 
of the Traimerdia project, 
which is an after school 
program. For over 20 years 
the foundation has been 
providing breakfast to chil- 
dren of elementary schools 
but they are diming on 
some day also be able to 


there are many children in 
need. 

The breakfast program is 
a sponsorship program; al- 
though the sponsors are 
encouraged fo donate 
FIs 25.00 per month, the 
actual cost per child has 
doubled. Leaning towards 
Fls. 50.00 per month. Simple 
arithmetic shows that the 
current 450 sponsors are 
not enough. At Fls 50.00 per 
month it takes 800 sponsors 
to keep the program run- 
ning —- or a combination of 
soonsors and donations. 
Due to the effect of the 
pandemic and the _in- 
crease In consumption 
orices the foundation is ex- 


high schools, seeing that 
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i 
new school year of 2021- 
2022. If they don’t man- 
age to get sufficient funds 
they will have to reduce 
the amount of children to 
600, meaning that at least 
200 children won't be able 
to receive a breakfast this 
year and they would have 
to make the difficult deci- 
sion in choosing who will 
stay on the list and who to 
remove. The foundation 
will kKeeo working hard and 
do their utmost on getting 
these funds but they need 
the helo of the community. 


If you feel inspired by this 
article, do not just turn the 
page but act upon it. You 
can helo and support this 
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making a donation to their 
bank account at the follow- 
Ing banks: CMB 22559501, 
RBC 43.65.011 and at the 
Aruba Bank 2516290190. 


For more information, or to 
receive a transcript of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the By-Laws or the latest Fi- 
nancial Report (2020-2021) 
of the foundation, please 
contact Mrs. Rachelle Roos 
at +297-527-4000 or Mrs. Fe- 
licia Halman at +297- 527- 
4750 or Mr. John Fun (Presi- 
dent) at +297-527-4711 or 
at +297-699-4330. 


Your support will helo the 
children of this program at 
least have a breakfast ev- 


ear 320 children were en- 


provide kindergartens and 


pecting a big deficit for the 


wonderful 


foundation by 


ery day. L) 





New Year’s messages like fireworks 


by Cdr. Bud Slabbaert 

It is the season for it. It can show 
the difference between the mes- 
sage of a real Leader and the work 
of a ghostwriter. In most cases, you 
wouldn't even know, because of 
the lack of unique vibrant and fiery 
expressions that characterize the 
Leader in question. A New Year's 
speech should bring the audience 
to a new next level. They seldom 
do. 


What is missing in all these New 
Year's messages¢ They should be 
planned like a firework show. Start 
with Saturn Sky Rocket for grab- 
bing the audience attention, then 
on to Crazy Palm Fountains for the 
awe-effect, then a mellower with 
Strobing Thunder which offers a 
glittering effect, then a few bang 
mortars with Silverados, then a qui- 
eter with Dream Weaver and some 
Ground Spinners, and ending with 
some unexpected Paradise Heav- 


en flareups. 


Unfortunately, many New Year's 
addresses are like smoke bombs 
that are not designed to explode 
but rather make a humble sound 
when being ignited and then re- 
lease bright white smoke, which is 
the color of innocence, and they 
often serve as smoke screens. 


The Word of the Year is ‘Resilience’. 
In fact, it is the trendy word for ev- 
ery occasion in every year. Buoy- 
ancy and tenacity are rarely used. 
Bullheadedness is never used al- 
though If could give a message a 
more unique flair. Without a doubt, 
the word Pandemic will be men- 
tioned many times as if we cannot 
get enough of it. Most of the mes- 
sage will be about how encourag- 
ing the last months of the previous 
year were and how promising the 
next will be. Substantiating the 
promises is seldom done because 


much of if would be no more than 
intelligent guessing. Let alone that 
sweeping activities or empyrean 
events will be included in the ad- 
dress. 


SNOAicax And then there will be so 
many of these proclamations in 
one week, that it is almost like tor- 
ture to read them all and there- 
fore, assumably most people 
don’t. They are more interested 
in celebrating rather than read- 
ing. Why not do something differ- 
ent? How about publishing it in the 
week of the Three Kings’ Day when 
there is no overflow of manifesto. 
It commemorates the Three Wise 
Men bringing gold, incense, and 
myrrh which seems more substan- 
tial than what the average New 
Year’s messages promise to bring. 
Isn't a Leader considered to a wise 
man who should bring more than 
that to his constituents? 
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By the way. You may not be aware 
of it, but the week before year’s 
end is the official international 
week of the ghostwriters. In the 
second week into the New Year, 
the Ghostwriter of the Year Award 
should be presented. But that fes- 
tive celebration won't happen 
because ghostwriting is a collabo- 
ration between leaders and ghost- 
writers whereby the latter don't 
get credit for the texting and are 
bound by a non-disclosure agree- 
ment. 


New Year's Message? Why not just 
saying Happy New Year to yo'all 
and clink for a drinke L) 
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Target CEO addresses omicron, wages and shopper habits 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Target 
is heading into the final 
stretch of the holiday sea- 
son with lots of momentum. 
CEO Brian Cornell reports 
that holiday sales have 
continued to stay strong 
even amid worries about 
the new omicron variant. 
Like its big box rivals, Tar- 
get has been able to defy 
industrywide challenges 
like labor shortages, infla- 
tion and supply chain snarls 
as the discounter keeps its 
shelves full and arms itself 
with a full seasonal staff of 
100,000. 

Under Cornell's steward- 
ship, Target had been ac- 
celerating Its online servic- 
es such as curbside pickup 
and same-day — services 
while sprucing up its stores 
well before the pandemic. 
The company raised _ its 
minimum wage to $15 per 
hour in 2020, a commit- 
ment if pledged in 2017 
and well ahead of many 
grocery rivals. 

Still, Cornell predicts that 
supply chain issues will be 
around for several years, 
and he is monitoring to 
see how inflation will affect 
shopping habits at Target. 
The Associated Press re- 
cently interviewed Cornell, 
62, on a wide variety of 
topics from omicron to in- 
flation and wages as well 
Target's decision to no 
longer open its stores on 
Thanksgiving. His resoonses 
have been edited for clar- 
ity and length. 

Q. How worried are you 
about omicron? 

A. We're going to continue 
to make sure we work with 
the experts. We've had a 
dedicated team in place, 
Qa coronavirus task force 
team that we set up all 
the way back in January 
of 2020. And they're go- 
ing to continue to guide 
Us through the steps that 
we have to take to make 
sure we're focused on the 
safety of our team and the 
safety of our guests. 

Q. Have you seen any 
changes in shopping be- 
havior because of omi- 
cron? 

A. I'm seeing guest shop- 
ping at our stores, shopping 
all of our categories. So | 





Target CEO Brian Cornell is photographed at Target Plaza Commons in Minneapolis on Feb. 21 


2017. 


havent seen any changes 
in the shopping patterns 
that we were expect- 
ing. But as you've seen us 
throughout the pandemic, 
we know we've got fo flex 
based on the guests’ needs 
so that if they suddenly 
decide to shift from using 
stores or going back to the 
same day services, we're 
ready for them. 

Q. Which habits will stick 
when the pandemic is 
over? 

A. | expect stores will con- 
tinue to be really impor- 
tant going forward. And 
obviously, Americans have 
learned how to use their 
smartohones and _ tablets 
to shop online. And | think 
were seeing all cohorts 
embracing both shopping 
in-store and using our same 
day services, and | think 
same-day services are go- 
ing to be sticky for years to 
come. 

Q. What do you think is 
driving the dissatisfaction 


among retail workers? 

A. | really can't soeak for 
what's happening in other 
industries and other com- 
panies. 

But | know our teams want 
a chance to have a re- 
warding career at a place 
where they want to work 
and if shows up in our en- 
gagement and retention 
numbers each and every 
week. 

Q. How are you thinking 
about wages? 

A. We did provide an extra 
$2 for our teams on (holi- 
day) weekends. And while 
$15 is the mark we've set 
city by city, town by town, 
we evaluate what our 
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wage should be to ensure 
that we are competitive, 
we're attracting and retain- 
ing talent. 

Q. Do you think Target will 
lose workers over the fed- 
eral vaccine mandate? 

A. It's really hard to fell at this 
point. And again, we want 
to make sure that we've 
provided an opportunity for 
our team members to have 
the options that are being 
orescribed. So whether it's 
vaccination or testing, we 
want to make sure we of- 
fer them those options and 
hopefully they continue to 
find Target a great place to 
WOrk. 

Q. What percentage of 


Target workers are vacci- 
nated? 

A. We're pulling together 
that information. | don't 
have it yet, but we certain- 
ly will be in a position as we 
go into the first part of the 
year to understand exactly 
what percent have been 
vaccinated and what 
team members will be re- 
quired to have weekly test- 
INg. 

Q. Has inflation changed 
shopping habits at Target? 
A. | think it's still just too 
early. We're going to learn 
a lof more about how the 
consumer reacts to infla- 
tionary pricing over the 
next six months. And do 
they choose an alternative 
brand? Do they decide to 
purchase one of our own 
brands¢ So, well watch 
that very carefully. 

Q. When do you think the 
supply chain issues will 
ease? 

A. | think this is going to be 
something that's going to 
take place over a num- 
ber of years as we make 
the investments and really 
take our supply chain ca- 
pabilities across the United 
States to another level. We 
have the inventory in the 
system in place to meet 
their needs. But it's the sup- 
ply chain pressures that are 
not going to go away on 
January |st. It's really driven 
by just incredibly strong de- 
mand and a very healthy 
U.S. consumer. 

Q. Target announced that 
it will permanently close 
it stores on Thanksgiving. 
Why haven't other major re- 
tailers followed your lead? 
A. |m not sure what they're 
going fo do, but we 
stepped back and said, 
‘What's the right thing for 
our team? What's the right 
thing for our guests?’ And it 
was really clear to me how 
important it was to allow 
our team members to en- 
joy Thanksgiving with their 
friends and family. LJ 
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EXPLAINER: The security flaw that's 
freaked out the internet 


CROSSWORD S(T AT Me [ATEE[O 
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Lydia Winters shows off Microsoft's “Minecraft” built specifically 
for HoloLens at the Xbox E3 2015 briefing before Electronic 
Entertainment Expo, June 15, 2015, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 





BOSTON (AP) — Seéecu- 
rity pros say it’s one of the 
worst Computer  vulner- 
abilities they've ever seen. 
Firms including Microsoft 
say state-backed Chinese 
and lranian hackers and 
rogue cryptocurrency min- 
ers have already seized on 
it. 

The Department of Home- 
land Security has sounded 
a dire alarm, ordering fed- 
eral agencies to urgently 
find and patch bug in- 
stances because it’s so 
easily exploitable and fell- 
ing those with public-fac- 
ing networks to put up fire- 
walls if they can’t be sure. 
A small piece of code, the 
affected software often 
undocumented. 

Lodged in an extensively 
used utility called Log4j, 
the flaw lets internet-based 
attackers easily seize con- 
trol of everything from in- 
dustrial control systems fo 
web servers and consumer 
electronics. Simply identify- 
ing which systems use the 
utility is a challenge; It is of- 
ten hidden under layers of 
other software. 

The top U.S. cybersecurity 
defense official, Jen East- 
erly, deemed the flaw “one 
of the most serious I've seen 
in my entire career, if not 


the most serious” in a call 
Monday with state and lo- 
cal officials and partners in 
the private sector. Publicly 
disclosed last Thursday, it’s 
catnio for cybercriminals 
and digital spies because It 
allows easy, password-free 
entry. 

The Cybersecurity and In- 
frastructure Security Agen- 
cy, or CISA, which Easterly 
runs, stood up a resource 
page Tuesday to deal with 
the flaw it says is present in 
hundreds of millions of de- 
vices. Other heavily com- 
puterized countries were 
taking if just as seriously, 
with Germany activating its 
national IT crisis center. 

A wide swath of critical in- 
dustries, including electric 
power, water, food and 
beverage, manufacturing 
and transportation, were 
exposed, said Dragos, a 
top cybersecurity firm. “I 
think we won't see a single 
major software vendor in 
the world -- at least on the 
industrial side -- not have a 
oroblem with this,” said Ser- 
gio Caltagirone, the com- 
pany’s vice president of 
threat intelligence. 

Eric Goldstein, who heads 
CISA’s cybersecurity divi- 
sion, said no federal agen- 
cies were known to have 
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been compromised. But 
these are early days. 
“What we have here is a 
extremely widespread, 
easy to exploit and po- 
tentially highly damaging 
vulnerability that certainly 
could be utilized by adver- 
saries to cause real harm,” 
he said. 

A SMALL PIECE OF CODE, A 
WORLD OF TROUBLE 

The affected software, writ- 
ten in the Java program- 
ming language, logs user 
activity. Developed and 
maintained by a handful of 
volunteers under the aus- 
pices of the open-source 
Apache Software Foun- 
dation, it is highly popular 
with commercial software 
developers. If runs across 
many platforms Windows, 
Linux, Apple’s macOS 
powering everything from 
web cams to car naviga- 
tion systems and medical 
devices, according to the 
security firm Bitdefender. 
Goldstein told reporters in a 
Tuesday evening call that 
CISA would be updating 
an inventory of patched 
software as fixes become 
available. “We expect re- 
mediation will take some 
time,” he said. 

Apache Software Founda- 
tion said the Chinese tech 
giant Alibaba notified it of 
the flaw on Nov. 24. It took 
two weeks To develop and 
release a fix. 

Beyond patching, com- 
outer security pros have 
an even more daunting 
challenge: trying to detect 
Whether the vulnerability 
was exploited — whether 
a network or device was 
hacked. That will mean 
weeks of active monitoring. 
A frantic weekend of try- 
ing to identify — and slam 
shut — open doors before 
hackers exploited them 
now shifts fo a marathon. 
LULL BEFORE THE STORM 

“A lot of people are al- 
ready pretty stressed out 
and pretty tired from work- 
ing through the weekend 
— when we are really go- 
ing to be dealing with this 
for the foreseeable future, 
pretty well into 2022,” said 
Joe Slowik, threat intelli- 
gence lead at the network 
security firm Gigamon.L] 
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Can your pet get COVID-197? 





Can animals get or spread COVID-19? 
(Associated Press Illustration/Peter Hamlin) 


By EMMA H. TOBIN 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Can your 
pet get COVID-19¢ 

Yes, pets and other ani- 
mals can get the corona- 
virus that causes COVID-19, 
but health officials say the 
risk of them spreading it to 
people is low. 

Dogs, cats, ferrets, rabbits, 
otters, hyenas and white- 
tailed deer are among the 
animals that have tested 
positive, in most cases after 
contracting It from infected 
people. 

While you don't have to 
worry much about getting 
COVID-19 from your pets, 
they should worry about 
getting it from you. People 
with confirmed or suspect- 
ed COVID-19 should avoid 
contact with pets, farm ani- 
mals and wildlife, as well as 











How fo,seach 


with other people, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention. 

If you wouldn't go near 
another person because 
youre sick or you might be 
exposed, don't go near an- 
other animal," says Dr. Scott 
Weese at Ontario Veteri- 
nary College. 

Not all infected pets get 
sick and serious illness is ex- 
tremely rare. Pets that show 
symptoms typically get 
mildly ill, the CDC says. 
Some zoos in the U.S. and 
elsewhere have vdacci- 
nated big cats, primates 
and other animals that are 
thought to be at risk of get- 
ting the virus through con- 
tact with people. 

This particular coronavirus 
most likely jumped from 
animals to humans in the 
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first place, sparking a pan- 
demic because the virus 
soreads so easily between 
people. But if does not eas- 
ily soread from animals to 
people. 

Minks are the only known 
animals to have caught 
the virus from people and 
spread it back, according 
to Weese. 
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Three countries in northern 
Europe recorded cases of 
the virus spreading from 
people to mink on mink 
farms. The virus circulated 
among the animals be- 
fore being passed back to 
farmworkers. LJ 


Rental Timeshare 
Caribbean Palm Village 
2 Bedroom week 52 
Dec. 25 - Jan. 1, 2022 
Price: $3,000 
Call: 5638366 
214902 





Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $17,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
? Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Oceanside $52,000 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 
3 Bed Ocean view 513,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $29,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,000 
1 Bed ocean front $13,000 
1 Bed ocean View $11,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $3.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 17 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $17,400 

Other weeks are also available, 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 





Contact: 
stephanier(a@ conciergerealty.com 
688-888-2204 Ext 109 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Stephanie Reidel 
www facebook. com/groupsMamattArubaSurt 
ww facebook com/groups/MamottAnuba'Ocean 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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LeVar Burton j joins Scripps National Spelling Bee as host 


By BEN NUCKOLS 

LeVar Burton has been 
hired as host of the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee, giv- 
ing the competition a ce- 
lebrity headliner who's also 
a longtime literacy advo- 
cate as Scripps takes over 
production of the bee tele- 
cast. 

Burton, who played Ge- 
ordi La Forge on "Star Trek: 
The Next Generation" and 
was the longtime host of 
the children's educational 
program "Reading Rain- 
bow," told The Associated 
Press ahead of Thursday's 
announcement by Scripps 
that he said yes immedi- 
ately when approached 
about the hosting role. Bur- 
ton comes from a family 
of educators and said the 
bee represents "the inspira- 
tional, aspirational ideal of 
education." "| want to nor- 
malize the pursuit of knowl- 
edge in this culture. That 
wouldn't be a bad thing, 
would it?" Burton said. "Not 
just making stuff Up and 
calling it a fact. Achieve- 
ment through knowledge, 
scholarship, putting in the 
work to gain the reward." 
Burton described the op- 
portunity as one of many 
that have come his way 
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LeVar Burton arrives at the Star Trek Day celebration on Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021, at the Skirball 


Cultural Center in Los Angeles. 


since his unsuccessful public 
campaign to become the 
permanent host of "Jeop- 
ardy!" (He will also serve 
as grand marshal of the 
Upcoming Rose Parade.) 
His bid to succeed the late 
Alex Trebek attracted plen- 
ty of goodwill online while 
the show's producers were 
roundly criticized for their 
decision to hire Mike Rich- 
ards, who stepped down 


shortly thereafter when his 
past insensitive Comments 
were revealed. 

The 64-year-old Burton 
described himself as an 
above-average but hardly 
distinguished speller who's 
as impressed by the bee 
winners as any other fan. 
He cheered for this year's 
champion, Zaila Avant- 
garde — the first African 
American winner in the 


Associated Press 


bee's history — and said 
the recent dominance of 
South Asian spellers should 
also be celebrated. Until 
this year, the bee had an 
Indian-American champi- 
on or co-champion every 
year since 2008. 

"Zaila was a surprise, and a 
bit of an anomaly,” Burton 
said. "I'm big for rooting for 
the underdog. As an under- 
dog myself, | really identify." 


Burton's hire comes at a 
time of transition for the 
bee, which has undergone 
several major changes 
since executive director J. 
Michael Durnil took over 
early this year. Scripps an- 
nounced this fall it has end- 
ed its 27-year partnership 
with ESPN, which brought 
the bee to millions of view- 
ers and promoted it like a 
major sporting event. 

The bee will air next year 
on the Scripps-owned net- 
works ION and Bounce and 
will stream online. Accord- 
ing to Cincinnati-based 
Scripps, those networks are 
each available in nearly 
120 million U.S. households. 
Burton's exact duties as 
host are to be determined. 
Various ESPN hosts served 
as lead announcer for the 
bee over the years but 
were only heard on the 
telecast and had no in- 
teraction with the spellers 
during the competition. 
Watching the bee on TV 
is different by necessity 
from watching It in person 
because the TV hosts can 
share with the audience 
the correct spelling of a 
word before it's soelled on- 
stage and analyze its tricky 
components.) 
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Former Facebook employee Frances Haugen speaks during a 
hearing of the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and 
Data Security, on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021, in Wash- 


ington. 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The for- 
mer Facebook manager 
who startled the world this 
fall by leaking tens of thou- 
sands of internal docu- 
ments and accusing her 
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former employer of caring 
more about money than 
about public safety has a 
book deal. 

Little, Blown and Company 
announced Thursday that 
it had acquired a planned 
memorr, “offering a critical 


examination of Facebook," 
by Frances Haugen. The 
book does not yet have 
a title or release date. Fi- 
nancial terms were not dis- 
closed. 

"During my time at Face- 
book | realized a devastat- 
ing truth: almost nobody 
outside of Facebook knows 
what happens inside of 
Facebook. They operate in 
the dark," Haugen said in a 
statement. 

"They win by keeping their 
systems closed without 
oversight or transparency, 
by shrouding their opera- 
tions in secrecy and PR 
spin. | came forward be- 
cause | believe that every 
human being deserves the 
dignity of the truth — and 
the truth is that Facebook 
buys its astronomical prof- 
its by sacrificing our safety. 
But if does not have to be 
this way — these problems 
are solvable. We can have 


social media we love that 
also brings out the best in 
humanity. My hope is that 
this book will show us the 
way. 

Haugen's prominence has 
been cited as a sign of a ris- 
ing wave of Big Tech whis- 
tleblowers. In Senate ftesti- 
mony in October, Haugen 
alleged that the company 
had failed to make chang- 
es to Instagram even after 
internal research showed 
apparent harm to some 
teens and had not done 
enough to combat hate 
soeech and = misinforma- 
tion. Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg has disouted 
her accounts, calling them 
a "false picture" of the com- 
pany, but shared her view 
that the government need- 
ed to update its internet 
regulations. 

A native of lowa City, lowa, 
Haugen is a data expert 
with a degree in electrical 


book deal 


and computer engineering 
from Olin College and a 
master's degree in business 
from Harvard. She already 
had 15 years of experience 
with tech companies, in- 
cluding Google and Yelp, 
before being recruited by 
Facebook in 2019 and join- 
ing in its civic integrity unit 
as lead product manager. 
Haugen and others have 
said that Facebook elimi- 
nated the civic integrity 
Unit after the November 
2020 election — Facebook 
says the unit was not elimi- 
nated, but integrated into 
a larger team. Haugen said 
she became convinced 
the company could not be 
trusted to "actually invest 
what needs to be invested 
to keep Facebook from 
being dangerous." She left 
Facebook in May, but not 
before spending weeks 
reviewing and copying 
documents.L} 
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By MARK LONG 

AP Pro Football Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — 
Urban Meyer never fit in the 
NEL. 

His mottos. His methods. 
Even his moods seemed 
to go against what's con- 
sidered normal behavior in 
a league filled with profes- 
sionals and grown men. He 
rubbed just about every- 
one the wrong way: assis- 
tants, players and eventu- 
ally his bosses. 


Meyers tumultuous ten- 
ure ended after just 13 
games — and two victo- 


ries — when the Jackson- 
ville Jaguars fired him early 
Thursday because of an 
accumulation of missteps. 
Owner Shad Khan made 
the move hours after former 
Jaguars player Josh Lambo 
told a Florida newspaper 
Meyer kicked him during 
practice in August. It was 
the latest black eye — ada- 
ing to an already lengthy 
list of embarrassments — 
for the three-time national 
championship-winning col- 
lege coach who failed mis- 
erably to make the transi- 
tion to the NEL. 

"After deliberation over 
many weeks and a thor- 
ough analysis of the en- 
tirety of Urban's tenure with 
our team, | am bitterly dis- 
appointed to arrive at the 
conclusion that an immedi- 
ate change is imperative 
for everyone, Khan said 
in a statement. "| informed 
Urban of the change this 
evening. As | stated in Oc- 
tober, regaining our trust 
and respect was essential. 
Regrettably, it did not hap- 
pen.: 

Meyer joins former Atlan- 
ta Falcons coach Bobby 
Petrino as college coaches 
whose NFL careers flamed 
out In stunningly swift fash- 
ion. Petrino resigned in De- 
cember 2007 to take over 
at Arkansas. He was 3-10 at 
the time. 

Meyer went 2-11 in his par- 
tial season, and the Jag- 
vars really started to un- 
ravel on the offensive side 
of the ball following the 
team's bye week. They 
averaged a measly 9.1 
points in Meyer's final seven 
games, which ended with 
a five-game skid. 

Offensive coordinator 
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Jaguars fire Urban Meyer after 13 aN, countless missteps 





Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Urban Meyer stands on the field before an NFL football game 
against the Los Angeles Rams Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021, in Inglewood, Calif. 


Darrell Bevell will serve as 
Jacksonville's interim head 
coach for the final four 
games, beginning Sunday 
against Houston (2-11). 
Meyer's biggest issues came 
off the field, where he tried 
to handle a_ professional 
team like he was on a col- 
lege campus. He splashed 
slogans and catchphrases 
around the facility, instilled 
gimmicks in practice and 
repeated his misguided 
belief that coaches coach 
for players and players play 
for coaches. He brought in 
motivational soeakers and 
kept blaming assistants for 
the team's mounting losses 
instead of the guys actually 
on the field. 

One of Meyer's most damn- 
ing decisions came follow- 
ing a Thursday night game 
at Cincinnati in late Sep- 
tember. He chose to stay 
behind with family instead 
of flying home with his team 
and then got caught on 
video the following night 
behaving inappropriately 
with a woman at a bar 
in Columbus, Ohio. Khan 
oublicly reprimanded Mey- 
er then, saying he needed 
to regain the owner's trust 
and respect. 

Bailing on his players 
showed just how out of 
touch Meyer was with NFL 
norms. And if was just one 
of many head-scratching 
choices for the 57-year-old 
coach who found success 
at every college stop: Bowl- 
ing Green (2001-02), Utah 


(2003-04), Florida (2005-10) 
and Ohio State (2012-18). 
Meyer simply never made 
the proper adjustments to 
the pro level. 

Lambo's claim seemingly 
oroved too much for Khan, 
who two days earlier said 
he didn't want to make an 
impulsive decision on the 
coach's future. 

"What's different about this 
thing is you have losses and 
you have drama," Khan 
said then. 

The Jags had way more 
drama than victories. 
Lambo provided the latest 
when he told the Tampa 
Bay Times that Meyer kicked 
him while he was stretching 
at the start of a practice. 
Lambo, the team's place- 
kicker to open the season, 
said he told Meyer ‘don't 
you ever (expletive) kick 
me again" and said the 
coach responded, ‘I'm the 
head ball coach, I'll kick 
you whenever the (exple- 
tive) | want." 

Meyer released a_state- 
ment through the team 
denying the incident hap- 
pened the way Lambo de- 
scribed It. 

“Josh's characterization 
of me and this incident is 
completely inaccurate, 
and there are eyewitnesses 
to refute his account," Mey- 
er said. 

Lambo said he reported 
the kick to his agent, who 
contacted the Jaguars’ le- 
gal counsel the following 
day. 


Associated Press 


"Jaguars legal counsel in- 
deed acknowledged and 
resoonded immediately to 
the query made by Josh 
Lambo's agent Friday, Au- 
gust 27, 2021," the Jaguars 
said in a statement. "Coun- 
sel offered to speak with 
Josh, or to assist Josh in 
speaking with coaching or 
any other football person- 
nel, if he was comfortable 
with her sharing the infor- 
mation. Any suggestion 
otherwise is blatantly false." 
Lambo was released af- 
ter he missed his first three 
field-goal attempts fo start 
the season. 

Lambo's allegation came 
on the heels of an NFL 
Network report which said 
Meyer created tension with 
multiole run-ins with players 
as well as assistants he al- 
legedly called "losers." Cit- 
ing unidentified sources, the 
report detailed a heated 
exchange between Meyer 
and veteran receiver Mar- 
vin Jones that stemmed 
from Meyer criticizing re- 
ceivers by saying they 
werent winning enough 
one-on-one matchups or 
getting enough separation. 
| would just say this: There 
was something that was 
brought to my attention 
that | didn't like too well,” 
Jones said Wednesday, his 
first pUblic comments since 
the report was published 
Saturday. ‘| approached 
him about it and we talk- 
ed and we handled it like 
grown men. And that's all | 


have to say about that. 
Jones denied threatening 
to leave practice over the 
argument. 

‘| mean, shoot, when you 
lose, you're always going to 
be the center of attention 
in a negative way,’ Jones 
said. "That just is what it Is. 
That's all | have to say." 
Other issues for Meyer: 

— He hired strength coach 
Chris Doyle in February de- 
spite accusations of racist 
behavior and then had to 
let him go a day later be- 
cause of a pending lawsuit. 
— Jacksonville was fined 
$200,000 and Meyer 
docked $100,000 on July 
1, a punishment — that 
stemmed from an early 
June practice in which the 
league deemed receivers 
and defensive backs had 
too much contact during 
11-on-11 drills. 

— Meyer signed 2007 Heis- 
man Trophy-winning quar- 
terback Tim Tebow to play 
tight end, an experiment 
that ended with Tebow 
looking lost in the preseason 
opener against Cleveland. 
— Meyer held a fake QB 
competition between Trev- 
or Lawrence, a generation- 
al prospect, and Gardner 
Minshew in training camp. 
Meyer and general man- 
ager Trent Baalke traded 
Minshew to_ Philadelphia, 
where he's a backup to 
Jalen Hurts. 

— The NFL Players Associa- 
tion launched an investiga- 
tion after Meyer said vacci- 
nation status factored into 
the team's roster decisions. 
— He repeatedly mishan- 
dled running back James 


Robinson, allowing the 
team's most consistent 
offensive player to get 


benched twice following 
fumbles and botched try- 
ing to explain why Robin- 
son got pulled and how 
long he remained on the 
sideline. 

All the drama became too 
much for Lawrence. 

‘| do think that has to 
change and that's some- 
thing that we need fo work 
on for sure," Lawrence said 
Wednesday. "You can't al- 
ways be in the headlines. 
You just got to go play foot- 
ball, and that's where we're 
trying to get, and | have no 
doubt we'll get there."L) 


AISISPORTS 
FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 2021 


U.S. sports leagues cope with COVID-19 outbreaks amid variants 


By ERICA HUNZINGER 

AP Sports Writer 

DENVER (AP) — U.S. sports 
leagues are seeing rap- 
idly increasing COVID-19 
outbreaks with dozens of 
players in health and safety 
protocols, amid an ongo- 
ing surge by the delta vari- 
ant of the coronavirus and 
rising cases of the highly 
transmissible omicron muvu- 
tation. 

Both the NBA and NHL have 
had to postpone games 
over the last month with 
sO many players sidelined, 
and the men's basketball 
teams at Tulane and the 
University of Washington 
have seen cancellations 
due to outbreaks in their 
programs. The NFL won't 
postpone games, saying 
forfeits could be in play in- 
stead. 

The difficulties for U.S. sports 
come on the heels of soar- 
ing infections in Europe, 
where English Premier 
League officials called off 
three soccer matches in 
four days due to the virus 
and the German govern- 
ment temporarily restricted 
Bundesliga arenas to 50% 
attendance or 15,000 fans. 
But don't expect the USS. 
leagues fo return to "bub- 
ble" play or shut down for 
a couple of weeks to let 
things subside. 

"The way our system is set 
UD now, an infection trig- 
gers a chain of events and 
that leads to confusion, dis- 
ruption, mayhem. But from 
a medical respect, these 
people are mainly vac- 
cinated and not going to 
go to the hospital," said Dr. 
Peter Chin-Hong, an infec- 
tious disease specialist at 
the University of California, 
San Francisco. 

"We're in a very different 
world from a year ago. ... 
It's not foo bad for young, 
healthy athletes," Chin- 
Hong added. 

And there's too much finan- 
cially at stake for leagues to 
consider shutdowns, given 
the millions uoon millions of 
dollars lost when sports took 
a hiatus last year. There's 
also fan pressure to take 
into account. 

"The short answer is mon- 
ey. It's what's driving (the 
leagues’) decisions to con- 
tinue to play, even in the 


Vancouver Canucks goaltender Braden Holtby (49) wears a protective face mask to help pre- 
vent the spread of COVID-19 as he congratulates Thatcher Demko (35) on the team's win over 


the Toronto Maple Leafs in an NHL hockey game Thursday, March 4, 2021, in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. 


face of these outbreaks," 
said Nola Agha, a professor 
of soorts management at 
the University of San Fran- 
CISCO: 

"| don't think they will re- 
duce the number of fans or 
shut down the entire sea- 
son, she continued. "| think 
they will continue to do the 
best they can within local 
health department guide- 
lines, which might reduce 
the number of fans." 

In Canada on Wedhnes- 
day, the country's largest 
province, Ontario — home 
to the NBA's Toronto Rap- 
tors and the NHL's Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Ottawa 
Senators — set a cap of 
50% of capacity for large 
gatherings such as profes- 
sional sports events. 

So far the NHL has had the 
most postponed games for 
a league in North America 
this season, with 10. The 
Senators were first in mid- 
November, followed by 
the Calgary Flames and 
the Carolina Hurricanes 
this week. On Wednesday 
alone, the Nashville Preda- 
tors added six players and 
six staff members to the 
health and safety proto- 
cols, and Boston Bruins 
captain Patrice Bergeron 
went in as well. 

The omicron variant is most- 
ly responsible for the uptick 


in NHL cases, according to 
a person with direct knowl- 
edge of discussions be- 
tween the league and the 
NHL Players' Association, 
but it does not account for 
all positive tests. The person 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because the 
talks were private. 

The person also said the 
NHL is reintroducing en- 
hanced COVID-19 proto- 
cols including — restricting 
players to their hotels while 
on the road and bringing 
back daily testing through 
at least Jan. 7. 

Interim coach Derek King 
of the Chicago  Black- 
hawks, who were sup- 
posed to play the Flames 
this week, said the team 
has been reinforcing with 
players the importance of 
social distancing, hygiene 
and avoiding crowds. 

“Just really knuckle down, 
because we dont want 
to be one of those teams 
thats got fo rearrange 
their schedule because we 
have COVID," King said. 
The NBA also has several 
stars in COVID-19 protocols 
right now, including the 
Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis 
Antetokounmpo and the 
Brooklyn Nets' James Hard- 
en. As of Wednesday after- 
noon, 33 players — about 
6.5% of the league — were 
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in the protocols, with 17 of 
those playing for either Chi- 
cago or Brooklyn. 

The Bulls had games post- 
poned Tuesday and Thurs- 
day because they didn't 
have enough players avail- 
able, while Brooklyn played 
with an NBA-minimum ros- 
ter of eight on Tuesday. 
That same night, when 
Golden State Warriors 
guard Stephen Curry set 
a record for career three- 
pointers at New York's Mad- 
ison Square Garden, NBA 
commissioner Adam Silver 
wasnt in the aqudience — 
both he and deputy com- 
missioner Mark Tatum have 
been undergoing daily 
testing after attending an 
event hosted by Toronto 
oresident Masai Ujir, who 
tested positive soon after. 
"Like the rest of the country, 
and as was predicted by 
our infectious disease spe- 
cialists, we have seen an in- 
crease of cases around the 
league,’ NBA spokesman 
Mike Bass said Wednesday, 
adding that the league 
will continue to be guided 
by science and data and 
cooperate with the Players 
Association. 

The NBA says 97% of play- 
ers are vaccinated and just 
over 60% have received 
booster shots. 

Preeti Malani, the University 
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of Michigan's chief health 
officer, an infectious dis- 
ease expert and aq member 
of two Big Ten COVID-19 
advisory committees, said 
boosters will be "essential" 
to avoiding schedule dis- 
ruptions. 

"The biggest thing we can 
do, whether it's sports or 
school or workplace, is to 
be highly vaccinated. ... 
That means being boosted 
in addition to the primary 
series, Malani said. 

The NFL is perhaps fortunate 
in that most of its games are 
olayed outdoors, so there's 
less risk for fans. 

But the league is having 
its worst outbreak in terms 
of players on the reserve/ 
COVID list: Eighty-eight test- 
ed positive Monday and 
Tuesday, and several more 
were added Wednesday 
including eight on the 
Washington Football Team. 
The L.A. Rams have 16 on 
the list. 

It's a small percentage for 
a league with about 2,200 
players between active 
rosters, injured reserves and 
practice squads. But omi- 
cron could cause that to 
rise Quickly. 

New York Giants coach 
Joe Judge said his players 
are now wearing masks in- 
doors and are soaced out 
more in meetings. 

"Anyone who's been in- 
volved in any kind of a 
close contact or test at this 
point has either been re- 
moved or separated from 
the team, and they're in vir- 
tual meetings, Judge said. 
The NFL Players Associa- 
tion has raised alarms for 
months about the league 
moving from daily to week- 
ly testing, which hampers 
detection of outbreaks. 
Chin-Hong of UCSF said 
they're right to be con- 
cerned and the NFL should 
rethink the policy. 

(Testing) once a week is 
so 2020," he said. "We have 
the technology to do It sev- 
eral times a day." 

On the college level, there 
have been some. other 
cancellations besides the 
ones involving Tulane and 
Washington: Cleveland 
State men's basketball: 
lowa women's basketball; 
and a postponed Cal Bears 
football game. LJ 


